Why Truck Accident Investigations Matter So Much in Tennessee
Injury Cases

Key Steps a Lawyer Takes to Prove Liability After a Tractor-Trailer Crash in
Nashville or Middle Tennessee

When a fully loaded 18-wheeler crashes into a smaller vehicle on a Tennessee highway, the
results are rarely minor. Victims are often left with life-altering injuries or grieving the loss of a
loved one. Yet despite the obvious damage, trucking companies and their insurers rarely admit
fault. They protect their interests by sending rapid response teams to the scene, denying
responsibility, and shifting blame to the victim.

That’s why what happens in the hours, days, and weeks after a truck accident can make or
break a personal injury or wrongful death claim. These aren’t routine fender benders. Truck
crashes require immediate action and deep investigation. For the injured, the stakes couldn’t
be higher.

Nashville attorney Eric Beasley has seen firsthand how quickly the odds can tilt against crash
victims in Tennessee. That’s why his approach focuses on what matters most: gathering
evidence, proving fault, and building strong cases that trucking companies can’t ignore.

Truck Accident Victims Face an Uneven Playing Field

When a crash involves a commercial truck, victims are often outmatched from the start.
Trucking companies have access to extensive legal resources and trained insurance adjusters
who are knowledgeable about minimizing liability. They also have the benefit of time—they
begin investigating the accident immediately, often before the victim has even left the hospital.

Meanwhile, injured drivers and passengers are left to deal with surgery, lost income, and
trauma. They don’t know what evidence needs to be preserved or who might be legally
responsible beyond the truck driver. And by the time they’re ready to file a claim, key evidence
may already be gone.

That’s why having a lawyer who knows how to investigate a truck accident isn’t optional—it’s
essential.

Key Evidence That Needs to Be Preserved Immediately

Trucking companies are required to follow federal safety regulations, maintain accurate driving
logs, and keep detailed records of their vehicles' condition. But they aren’t required to hold
onto everything forever. In fact, under federal law, some records can be legally destroyed
within weeks unless a formal request is made to preserve them.

An experienced truck accident lawyer will immediately send a spoliation letter to preserve key
evidence, including:
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e The truck’s electronic logging device (ELD) data, which shows hours of service and rest
breaks
e Dash cam or surveillance video from the truck, if available
e Maintenance and inspection records for the tractor and trailer
e Hiring records, drug testing history, and training documentation for the driver
e Load manifests and bills of lading
e The truck’s black box (ECM), which may include speed, braking, and throttle data before
the crash
e Photos of the vehicle, crash site, skid marks, and debris fields
Without this evidence, it becomes much easier for the trucking company to deny liability or
suggest that the crash was unavoidable.

How Liability in Truck Accidents Goes Beyond the Driver

In a typical car accident case, liability often begins and ends with the at-fault driver. But in truck
accident cases, the legal picture is far more complex. The truck driver may have caused the
collision, but they’re rarely the only one responsible.

Depending on the circumstances, additional liable parties may include:

e The trucking company for negligent hiring, poor supervision, or failing to follow safety
regulations

e The shipping company if the truck was overloaded or improperly loaded

e A maintenance contractor if faulty repairs or inspections played a role

e Avehicle or parts manufacturer if defective brakes or tires contributed to the crash
Proving this kind of layered liability requires more than pointing fingers. It takes investigative
work, expert analysis, and a legal strategy that can withstand pushback from multiple insurance
carriers. Our highly skilled legal team has handled complex liability cases like these across
Middle Tennessee. We know what to look for and how to follow the evidence to the top of the
chain.

The Role of Expert Witnesses in Building a Truck Accident Case

Trucking companies rarely admit fault outright, even when the evidence points to serious safety
violations. That’s why expert witnesses often play a critical role in explaining what went
wrong—and why it matters.

A strong truck accident case often involves testimony from:

e Accident reconstruction experts, who analyze crash scenes, vehicle damage, and
electronic data to determine how and why the collision occurred.

e Mechanical or engineering experts, who can evaluate whether a brake failure, steering
issue, or other equipment problem contributed to the crash.
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e Maedical experts, who can explain the long-term impact of the victim’s injuries and how
they were caused by the crash.
¢ Industry experts, who can identify violations of federal trucking regulations, like hours-
of-service rules or improper maintenance procedures.
These experts don’t just provide technical insight—they help juries understand the human cost
of negligence. They translate complex data into clear, persuasive facts that support the victim’s
story. Eric Beasley knows which experts to call and when to bring them in, making sure every
claim is backed by real-world proof that stands up in court.

How Trucking Companies Try to Avoid Paying Victims

Even when fault is clear, trucking companies rarely make it easy for victims to recover
compensation. Their insurance adjusters are trained to look for ways to reduce the value of a
claim or avoid paying altogether.

Common tactics include:

e Blaming the injured driver for driving in a truck’s blind spot or “cutting off” the truck

e Minimizing injuries by claiming the damage wasn’t severe enough to cause lasting harm

e Disputing causation by pointing to pre-existing conditions or unrelated medical issues

e Offering low settlements early in the process before the victim knows the full extent of

their injuries

In Tennessee, the state’s modified comparative fault rule also gives insurers a tool to reduce
payouts. If they can convince a jury that the victim was 50% or more at fault, they may be able
to avoid paying anything. That’s why it’s crucial to have an attorney who can present real
evidence, not assumptions or generalities.

Why Fast Action Is Critical After a Truck Accident

The longer a victim waits to speak with a lawyer, the harder it becomes to build a strong case.
Surveillance footage may be overwritten. Witnesses may become harder to locate. Even the
damaged truck may be repaired or sent back on the road.

By acting promptly, an attorney can begin to preserve evidence, interview witnesses, document
injuries, and retain experts. This groundwork is often what makes the difference between a
denied claim and a successful result.

That’s especially true in serious cases involving spinal cord injuries, brain trauma, or wrongful
death—cases where the compensation must cover a lifetime of care or replace the loss of a
loved one’s financial support.

Attorney Eric Beasley’s Approach to Truck Accident Litigation

Truck accident cases aren’t won with flashy tactics. They’re won through focus, consistency,
and work ethic. That’s what sets attorney Eric Beasley apart. He doesn’t just take on tough



cases—he takes them personally. He collaborates with crash reconstruction experts, medical
specialists, and industry professionals to thoroughly investigate every aspect of the case.

He listens to his clients and treats them like part of the team. He makes sure their stories are
told, their evidence is strong, and their case is ready for trial if needed. That’s how you get
insurance companies to take you seriously. That’s how you get real results.

Contact a Nashville trial attorney for your truck accident case today

If you were injured or lost a loved one in a truck accident anywhere in Nashville or Middle
Tennessee, don’t wait for the trucking company to build its defense. Get someone who will
build your case just as aggressively. Eric Beasley is ready to go to work.

Our law firm has a proven track record of meaningful results in truck accident cases, including a
$3.5 million post-verdict settlement for a wrongful death claim involving a construction
vehicle.

To see how we can help with your potential legal case, give us a call or contact us online to
schedule a free consultation.
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