$280,000 Settlement After 1-40 Truck Accident Pushed Driver Off The
Road

When A Tractor-Trailer Moves Into Your Lane, The Crash Can Keep Getting
Worse After The First Impact

A truck accident on the interstate doesn’t always end with the first impact. Sometimes the first
contact is what sends the smaller vehicle into a far more dangerous path, off the roadway, into
a barrier, or straight into an embankment. That’s what makes lane-intrusion truck crashes so
violent. The tractor-trailer may start the wreck with one unsafe move, but the damage often
builds in stages after that.

At the Law Office of Eric Beasley, we’ve seen how quickly a truck crash can turn from a lane-
change mistake into a serious injury case. In one case result, our client was involved in a car
accident on |-40 when a tractor-trailer came into her lane, pushed her off the road, and caused
her vehicle to strike an embankment. The case resolved for a $280,000 settlement.

That result matters because interstate truck crashes often get minimized at first. The trucking
company may try to describe the event as a simple merge problem or an unavoidable traffic
moment. But when a commercial truck enters another lane unsafely and forces a vehicle off the
road, the consequences can be severe.

How A Lane-Intrusion Truck Crash Usually Happens

A tractor-trailer doesn’t need to hit a car head-on to cause major harm. A truck may drift,
merge, or move laterally into a smaller vehicle’s lane and leave that driver with nowhere safe to

go.
That kind of crash often unfolds in one of a few ways:
e Unsafe Lane Change: The truck driver moves over before the lane is actually clear.

e Blind Spot Failure: The driver doesn’t account for a vehicle already traveling beside the
truck.

e Gradual Drift: The truck crosses the line slowly enough that the crash looks subtle at
first, but the smaller vehicle is still forced out of position.

e Forced Evasive Movement: The passenger vehicle swerves to avoid being crushed and
ends up off the roadway.

The danger in these crashes often comes from what happens next. Once a car is pushed onto
the shoulder or off the pavement, the driver may lose traction, overcorrect, or hit a fixed
object. A secondary impact with an embankment, ditch, guardrail, or slope can turn a lane-
encroachment collision into a much more serious injury event.

What The Safety Rules Require From A Truck Driver
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Commercial drivers aren’t allowed to guess when changing lanes. The Tennessee CDL Manual
tells truck drivers to make traffic checks first, use proper signals, and change lanes only when it
is safe to do so. That sounds basic, but it matters a lot in a truck accident claim because the
whole case may turn on whether the driver moved before the lane was clear.

Federal trucking guidance points in the same direction. The FMCSA says unsafe driving includes
conduct such as improper lane change and lack of attention, both of which are leading factors
in crashes involving commercial motor vehicles. You can see that in FMCSA’s safer driving
guidance, which specifically identifies improper lane change as part of unsafe driving.

That kind of language helps frame the case the right way. A truck moving into another lane isn’t
just a traffic inconvenience. It can be evidence of unsafe operation of a commercial vehicle.

The Physics of the Secondary Impact

A lot of people hear “the truck came into her lane” and picture a side-swipe with limited
damage. But that’s not how these crashes always work in real life.

A commercial truck can crowd a smaller vehicle so aggressively that the driver is pushed off the
road. Once the car leaves the lane, the physics change fast. Pavement gives way to shoulder.
Shoulder gives way to dirt, slope, gravel, or an embankment. At that point, the crash is no
longer just about the truck’s contact with the vehicle. It’s about loss of control and the
secondary impact that follows.

Those secondary impacts often cause the worst injuries because:

e The Car May Strike a Fixed Object: An embankment, ditch, barrier, or slope does not
move with the impact.

e The Driver Has Limited Recovery Space: On an interstate, there may be no safe runoff
area.

e The Body Absorbs Multiple Forces: The first hit from the truck may be followed by a
much harder impact with the terrain.

e The Crash Sequence Becomes Harder To Simplify: What starts as a lane movement
ends as an off-road collision with serious damage.

That’s one reason truck cases like this have to be presented carefully. The defense may want
the jury or insurer to focus only on the first contact. But the full story usually includes the chain
reaction that the truck driver set in motion.

The Evidence That Usually Matters Most
In a truck lane-change case, the strongest proof often comes from the sequence itself.

Important evidence may include:
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e Crash Scene Photos: These can help show where the vehicle left the roadway and
where the secondary impact happened.

e Vehicle Damage Patterns: Contact points may help explain how the truck entered the
lane and what happened after.

e Electronic and Trucking Records: When available, truck data and company records may
help show vehicle movement, driver behavior, and timing.

e Witness Statements: Other drivers may have seen the tractor-trailer move over or
crowd the smaller vehicle.

e Roadway Evidence: Tire marks, shoulder tracks, and impact points can help show that
the driver was forced off the road rather than leaving it voluntarily.

That’s especially important in interstate truck crashes because the trucking company may
quickly try to shape the narrative. A vague description like “the vehicles made contact” leaves
out the most important part of the story. If the truck came into the lane and pushed the other
vehicle off the road, that detail belongs at the center of the case.

What Makes These Truck Accident Cases Harder Than They First Look
Truck crashes often involve more resistance than ordinary car accident claims.

The driver may deny making an unsafe move. The company may try to soften the event by
describing it as a shared-space merge issue. And because commercial cases often involve bigger
insurance coverage, the defense usually has more incentive to fight the details hard.

That’s why these cases often come down to how clearly the injured person can show:

e Where the vehicle was before the truck moved over

e How the truck entered the lane

e What forced the car off the roadway

e How the embankment impact fit into the crash sequence

e Why the truck driver’s conduct created the danger in the first place

At the Law Office of Eric Beasley, our firm’s message is straight talk, hard work, and real results.
For 25 years, attorney Eric Beasley has represented injured people across Tennessee and taken
on the kinds of cases other lawyers may not want. That kind of case approach matters in truck
claims because these cases often aren’t won by the first version of events. They’re won by the
better-proven one.

A Truck Case Like This Usually Turns On Whether The Driver Had Any Safe Place Left
To Go

When a tractor-trailer comes into a smaller vehicle’s lane on the interstate, the crash is often
about more than contact. It’s about space disappearing. It's about the smaller driver being left
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with shoulder, dirt, slope, or nothing at all. And once that happens, the collision can become
much more serious in seconds.

Eric Beasley has spent 25 years handling injury cases in Tennessee, and our firm is known for
taking tough cases seriously and seeing them through. If you were hurt in a truck accident, call
the Law Office of Eric Beasley or contact us online for a free consultation.
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